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NEW DIRECTIONS FOR “HANDS ON STEEL"

The “"Hands on Steel” program is just that—students at colleges and
universities accredited in architecture can get their “hands-on" ex-
perience with steel. Sponsored by AlS| and AISC as an “investment in
the future"—the program now takes some new directions to broaden its
outreach. The new emphasis will be on structurally oriented projects,
rather than sculpture. And schools may now use the program as part of
an accredited course throughout the year. Funding has been increased
to simplify the program and make it easier to administer. For complete
information: William Noble, AISC, 400 N. Michigan Ave., Chicago,
IL 60611.

1982 PRIZE BRIDGE COMPETITION SET

Entries for AISC’s 51st Prize Bridge competition—to select the most
beautiful steel bridges opened in 1980 and 1981—are now invited,
Entries must be postmarked by May 15, 1982. A distinguished panel of
professionals—to be announced—will judge entries on June 8. Further
details and entry forms may be obtained from: AISC, Awards Com-
mittee, 400 N. Michigan Ave., Chicago, IL 60611.

8TH EDITION MANUAL ERRATA

As errors in the 8th Edition Manual of Steel Construction have been
discovered, they have been corrected in subsequent press runs (im-
pressions) and reported in the AISC Engineering Journal. These errata
have now been assembled in a reprint of the Journal reports, so that
owners of the 1st, 2nd and 3rd impressions of the Manual can correct
their copies, (All these errors have been corrected in the 4th and 5th
impressions.) These reprints (Pub. No. TR 227) are available without
charge from: AISC, 400 N. Michigan Ave., Chicago, IL 60611,

OUR APOLOGIES

In the last issue, in “Compoaosite Structural System for Unique ‘Building
on Building',"” author’s credit line should have read “lrwin G. Cantor,
P.E., is president of the structural engineering firm of The Office of
Irwin G. Cantor, New York, New York."

Also, in “The Case of the Portable Parking Deck," the structural
engineer on the original parking deck designed for Love Field was
Joseph Nagler, Dallas, Texas.
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Capital Ban'k Pla»za:
The Case of the “Unplanned”

by James S. Notch and Bob G. Fillpot
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Selecting the Framing System

Uue 1o ihe 3S5peci raiic o)
ipproximately 1:5). the desire 10 eliminate
siructural restraints on the space planning
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that could resist hurricane-torce winds, early
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On our cover: ISUa 19 shape

elements at the building perimeler 118 N E
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placing interior columns. This JIVes the manner when subject to gravity loading
architect a free hand in the space plannng ® The deep. extenor spandrel beams 1 J
)t the intenor, thus iIncreasing the rentabie o equalize gravity loads n a xler
space area for the owner, All typical fioor perimeter columns, thereby
beams would mantain a relatively constant i ie I e 1
siZe, since tlexural members are de 1 L [ a ¢ [ aule
for gravity lloor loads only, not varying thus economizing fabncaton
moments that resull from lateral torces
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e Design and construction could be ex ot
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i ! framed-lube system were discussed inibally
ing the structural layout in the core area
with all the service requirements of various 1. A perimeter reinforced concrete frame

3t window units as forms. Per

disciplines using prex

® Since Houston soil structure normally meter columnspacing 10 ft o.c. Interior floor
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. framing and columns were designed for
gravity loads only using structural steel
construction. Structural steel erection could

oceed several levels above the perimeter
frame concrete placement by using W10
steel erection columns embedded in the
perimeter frame.
2. Similar 1o No. 1, except with a welded
“tree column" structural steel frame in lieu
of reinforced concrete. The precast window
units were “clad-on.” The system was less
efficient than No. 1, but accelerated the
construclion schedule
3. Similar to No. 1, except with a lightweight
concrete pan |oist floor system in lieu of
steel floor framing.
4. Similar to No. 2, except penmeler steel
column spacing was at 20 fto.c.inlieuof 10
ftoc

Al this stage of planning, the owner and
architect agreed 10 several modifications of
the original architectural concepl. It was
decided the new tower should make a
stronger architectural statement—and should
provide a bold, new expression to the Cen-
ter by contrasting, rather than blending, with
the existing development. The owner ex-
pressed a desire for a plan which created
an abundance of corner office areas 1o

Figure 1
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enhance the developer's leasing efforts,

The architect submitted a number of
conceptual building shapes for scrutiny by
the structural engineer. A prototype struc-
ture with an irregular octagon plan was
selected as the basis lor establishing a
project budget.

§. Framed-tube composite steel/concrete
perimeter frame with conventional steel-
framed system on the interior. Stone clad-
ding on the facade. Protrusions at corner of
the building were fabricated of structural
steel and connected to embedded weld
plates

Based on input from the owner, architect,
engineer and contractor, the structure was
molded and refined into its final torm;

6. Irregular oclagon plan. Framed-tube all-
sleel perimeler frame composed of an
assembly of tree columns (see Figs. 1 & 2)
Conventional steel-framed interior. Light-
weight aluminum/glass panel cladding

The all-steel perimeter Irame was a na-
tural choice after several developments

1. The space planners had difficulty in-

Figure 2 -Assembly of tree columns

corporaling the wide, composite perimeter
into their modules. They needed a column
of narrower exposure, a dimension which
could only be achieved by using steel

2. Although a concrete frame offared some
advantage in simplifying the attachment of
stone cladding, selection of a lightweight
metal cladding gave the advantage to steel
3. A concrete perimeter frame increased
the weight to such an extent that foundation
costs would have been prohibitively expen-
sive. To compensate for the added dead
load of the structure, three basement levels
would need to be constructed, instead of
two. In turn, @ more elaborate retention
system would be needed since the excava-
lion would extend below the waler lable
4. The desire for an early completion date
for the project dictated an all-steel building
10 speed up the construction process. Inter-
im financing costs could aiso be reduced. A
composite scheme would involve integrat-
ing several trades. with resultant delays
expected.

Due to the height of the struclure, its
unique shape and its location near other tall
buildings, it was decided to base the lateral
force design on local meteorological data in
conjunction with a wind tunnel test. In
addilion, the many landscaped plazas at the
tower base introduced the need to study the
flow of wind in those areas to assure
pedestrian comforl. Wind distribution result-
ing from placement of a future Four Allen
Center tower controlled the landscape de-
sign of the complex

The Primary Structure
The framed-lube system consists of two-
story high “tree column’ modules about 10
ft o.c. A column width of 2 ft-6 in. was
maintained throughout the tower height
Perimeter column sections are three-plate,
H-shaped weldments on the lower half of
the structure, transitioned to W30 rolled
shaped at the top. Use of the rolled sections
reduced significantly shop welding in the
later stages of fabrication. Column-to-col-
umn splice connections were made mid-
way between spandrel beams at points of
theoretical minimum moment

Column web stiffeners aligning with the
spandrel beam flanges were provided 1o
meel requirements of strength, or in most
conditions, to stiten the beam-column joint
and restrain flexibility within the joint.

Spandrel beam stub pieces, shop-welded
1o perimeter columns 1o form the tree column
assembly, were 3 -3 in. deep. Rolled W36
seclions were considered, but the added
steel weight resulting from the shallower
depth, the sizé selection process and the

or
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Horizonlal nobons of Jray gla rror desert sky in Tucson's new IBM General Products complex
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FOCUS ’82
THE NATIONAL
ENGINEERING CONFERENCE

as sponsored by
The American Institute of Steel Construction

YOUR PROFESSION, STRUCTURAL ENGINEERING, from its ear-
liest time has demanded not only the most exacting attention to
existing technical information, but also full consideration of how func-
tional the structural design will be from both the sociologic and eco-
nomic points-of-view. This phenomenon places you in the position of
needing to know that which has transpired in your profession, along
with the present state of the art, plus what the future may hold. FOCUS
‘82 NATIONAL ENGINEERING CONFERENCE will take a look at
“The Engineering Experience: Past, Present, and Future.”

A total of fifteen subjects will highlight “The Engineering Experience”

next March in Chicago. Presentations will include:

Thursday, March 11

General Session
"Connection Design and Detalling"—Robert O. Disque, AISC
“"How To Inspect Structural Steel"—Edward M. Beck, Law
Engineering
"Simplitied AISC Specification"—Lynn S. Beedle, Lehigh
University
“Computer Graphics "—William McGuire, Cornell University

Friday, March 12

Concurrent Sessions

Session A—Buildings
“Economics of Low-Rise Steel Framed Structures”—John L
Ruddy. Fletcher-Thompson, Inc
“Cladding Attachments to Steel Frames"—Roger W. Hotz,
President, Hotz Corporation and Thomas Limperis, Weiskopf &
Pickworth
“"Hollow Structural Sections in Building Construction”—
Frederick J. Palmer, Copperweld Tubing Group

Session B—Bridges
“Innovations in the Design of Steel Bridges"—J.E. "Tom" Sawyer,
Greiner Engineering Sciences, Inc
“Rehabilitation of Steel Bridges"—Theodore H. Karasopolous,
State of Maine
“Curved Girder Design Aids™—Dann H. Hall, Bethlehem Steel
Corporation
“Cable Stressed Steel Bridges"—Charles Simes, TY. Lin
International

Saturday, March 13

General Session
“Construction in Space”"—John D. DiBattista, National Aeronautics
and Space Administration
“Design and Construction of the Sewickley Bridge Replacement"
—Arthur W. Hedgren, Richardson-Gordon Associates and John
F.Cain, ABD Engineering and Construction Company
“Experience With Weathering Steel for Bridges"—Edward V
Hourigan, N.Y. Department of Transportation
T. R Higgins Lecture—To Be Named

THE FIELD TRIPS

On Friday afternoon, March 12, the National Engineering Conference
offers four field trips. These special tours will afford you a unique view
of Chicago—a vital, bustling, brawny city continuing one of its largest
building booms.

1. FABRICATING PLANT TOUR —Visits to Wendnagel and Company,
Inc. and Arlington Structural Steel Co., Inc. Limited to 100.

2. INLAND STEEL COMPANY —A preview of steel making through a
film showing the complete process will ‘start tour participants
through this impressive facility. They will see a Basic Oxygen Fur-
nace and slab caster, a slabbing mill, and a hot strip mill. The tour
will also visit blooming and wide flange mills. Limited to 150.

3. UNITED STATES STEEL SOUTH WORKS—From the comfort of
the bus you will drive past the impressive Blast Furnace Facility.
From there you'll walk to the Basic Oxygen Steel Shop. see the
blooming mill, the rolling and finishing of structural sections, and
U.M. Plates Limited to 150

4. ARTS AND ARCHITECTURAL TOUR—Chicago is heralded as a
city of more “municipal art” than any other in the United States.
The work of Picasso, Chagall, Miro, and Calder are prominently

Chicago Marriott Hotel
March 11-13, 1982
Chicago, lllinois

AISC’s 60th Anniversary Year

displayed. It is the City of Louis H. Sullivan and Frank Lioyd Wright.
The skyscraper was invented in Chicago...and the world's tallest
building pierces the clouds. This bus and walking tour is certain to
increase your “take home value.” Limited to 250.

Select your first, second, and third choice of field trip on the regis-
tration form. Assignments will be made on a “first come, first served”
basis

OPTIONAL FRIDAY EVENING ACTIVITY
CHICAGO-FIT FOR A KING—You are invited to the "King's Manor’
A medieval paradise awaits you as you step back in time upon entering
your restaurant for the evening. As the hours pass, you will feaston a
six course dinner (no eating utensils allowed), freely savor wine, beer,
and cider, and mix with your courtly hosts—the King, Minstrel, Jesters,
and the “Singing Wenches.” The spirit is of the dark ages but the
feeling is joyful and bright. You'll board your "time machine” at the
Hotel's Rush Street Entrance at 6:30 P.M. To reserve yourself
a placels) complete the section on the back of the registration form.
Transportation, food, drink, and entertainment at $45.00 per person
Please make your reservation early.

SPECIAL PROGRAM FOR SPOUSES or "Chicago, As You Like It

Thursday, March 11
7:30 am Registration

o

1:30 pm AISC'S Registration Desk will be open whatever your arrival
time.

1:30 pm "What Makes Chicago Tick?"—A whimsical, spirited talk fea-
turing CHARLOTTE KIRSHBAUM, a Chicago enthusiast and
noted authority on the City—its many niches, secrets and
idiosyncracies. Kirshbaum's style was featured in a Parade
magazine article. Her viewpoint Is never "ho hum.” She mixes
architecture, art, and native wit. and provides an exciting
new and different dimension to Chicago—your kind of town

2:30 pm Break

2:45 pm "How To Have The Time Of Your Life."—Getting the most
out of life means getting the most out of time. SHEILA
KIMMEL, experienced counselor and psychotherapist will
heighten your own personal awareness of time misuse, of
thinking ahead, and of learning to live with life's conflicts.
Ms. Kimmel is in private practice, an adult educator, teacher,
and psychology instructor at several of Chicago's colleges.
She also conducts workshops and training seminars on a
variety of topics involving the self, relationships. manage-
ment, and job fulfiliment

4:00 pm Adjournment

6:30 pm AISC Reception

Friday, March 12

9:30 am Board busses at the Hotel's front entrance for an Art-See
Chicago. Upon your arrival in the Hyde Park section of the
City, you will enjoy an insiders look at Chicago's art world.
Meet one of Chicago's most exciting and exceptional artists.
Chat informally and discover how an urban environment can
spark creativity. .. how a love of nature is one of the keys to
a stimulating and artistic metropolitan existence
Also on your morning itinerary will be a visit to the magni-
ficent Rockefeller Chapel on the University of Chicago
campus. And then there's lunch at Geja's where you will
experience the best in fondue dining. As you leisurely dip
fresh vegetables, breads, and fruits into delicious imported
cheese and chocolate fondues you can thank the Moorish
Prince Geja who established the original Geja's in 723 A.D.
at Mt. Tizi. Geja's has been termed "the most atmospheric
restaurant in Chicago.” You will find out why as you lunch
and sip the house wine.
The trip back to the hotel is sure to please and you will arrive
there at about 3 pm.

Saturday, March 13
This is a free day, but before you pack to leave Chicago why
not visit the famous Marshall Field store on State Street,
between Randolph and Washington. A copy of the MAGASIN
PRINTEMPS in Paris Marshall Field is a shoppers delight,
We sincerely hope you will enjoy Chicago!




FOCUS ’82
THE NATIONAL
ENGINEERING CONFERENCE

. as sponsored by
The American Institute of Steel Construction

Chicago Marriott Hotel
March 11-13, 1982
Chicago, lllinois

AISC's 60th Anniversary Year

AISC REGISTRATION AND ROOM RESERVATION FORM

Professional Member Fee: EARLY REGISTRATION (Postmarked on or before February 1, 1982)— $85.00.
Professional Member LATE REGISTRATION (Postmarked after February 1, 1982)—$115.00.

Regular Fee: EARLY REGISTRATION (Postmarked on or before February 1, 1982)— $110.00.
Regular LATE REGISTRATION (Postmarked after February 1, 1982)—$150.00,
(Registration Fee includes all NEC General Sessions, Luncheon, Reception, and Field Trip.)

Please register and make room reservations for the following individuals: (Please Type or Print)

NAME P TITLE

Arrival Time Departure Will Spouse Accompany you to Conference? [
date (date) (If yes, see registration form on reverse side)

Accommodations Desired: (/ndicate Rate—See Below) L] Single L] Twin/Double

Friday Field Trips: (Indicate Preference 1st, 2nd, or 3rd)

_] FABRICATING PLANT TOUR [] UNITED STATES STEEL SOUTH WORKS

[J INLAND STEEL COMPANY [ ARTS AND ARCHITECTURAL TOUR

Optional Friday Evening Aclivity—See Reverse Side

,NAME : e TITLE

Arrival __Time Departure Will Spouse Accompany you to Conference? [l
date) (chute) (If yes, see registration form on reverse side)

Accommodations Desired: (Indicate Rate—See Below) [J Single [] Twin/Double

Friday Field Trips: (Indicate Preference 1st, 2nd, or 3rd)

[J FABRICATING PLANT TOUR [l UNITED STATES STEEL SOUTH WORKS

[J INLAND STEEL COMPANY ] ARTS AND ARCHITECTURAL TOUR

Optional Friday Evening Activity— see reverse side

ROOM RATES: CHICAGO MARRIOTT HOTEL
SINGLES: $65
TWIN/DOUBLES: $78
(Rates subject to City and State Sales Tax—9.1%)

IMPORTANT NOTICE: THE CHICAGO MARRIOTT HOTEL will honor and guarantee those reservations postmarked on or
before February 11, 1982. In order for you to reserve the accommodations of your choice al a guaran-
teed rate, please mail this form promptly.

THIS RESERVATION IS SUBMITTED BY:
COMPANY OR AFFILIATION

Telephone

ADDRESS —

g -S!rncl City State Zip Code

Mail Completed forms and registration fee to: AMERICAN INSTITUTE OF STEEL CONSTRUCTION, 400 North Michigan
Avenue, Chicago, lllinois 60611—Attention: Convention Services




REGISTRATION FORM FOR SPOUSES

REGISTRATION FEE: $85.00 (Includes AISC Reception, Thursday, March 11, and Special Program for Spouses, Thursday and
Friday, March 11 & 12.)

Please register the following for the Spouses’ Program: (Please Print or Type)

COMPANY or AFFILIATION . i Fortal)

ADDRESS =£° =
NAME NICKNAME g TOUR ; =
NAME ' NN e e TOUR

NAME NICKNAME - TOUR

REGISTRATION FORM FOR OPTIONAL FRIDAY EVENING ACTIVITY

Chicago—Fit For A King
FEE: $45.00 Per Person

Please register persons as listed below:

Mr. & Mrs. = a S . e
Mr. & Mrs oL EEFepsel . . — S TR TR

Mr. & Mrs. = e 2

Please refer to the enclosed folder for description of Optional Friday Evening Activity.




Who Said Steel :
is Only for
®Big Buildings? M

To Create a Simple Space...

Architect/Structural Engineer

Owner




To Open up a View . . .
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New Attachment Technique:

Alternative to
Trad|t|onal Stone Cladding Systems
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Deawings detail special limestone cladding attachments

Each panel was drilled lengthwise with one
2-in, hole to accommodate a Dgwiday
Thread Bar Post Tension System. Then,
each ol six panels was placed into a
specially bullt jig system. the long ends of
the panels were coated with high-sirength
epoxy for strength at the joints, and the
panel system prestressed to a tension of
32,000 pounds

Upon completion of enough full-length
spandrels lo construct a full-size, two-story,
two-bay mockup, the spandrels were shipped
to Construction Consultants Lab Inc., Dallas,
Texas where they were subjected to gravity
and wind-load testing to determine the
success of the new fabricalion process.

Following the successiul completion of
testing, Indiana Limestone fabricated the
remainder of the 380 spandrels required lo
enclose the 12-story structure, and trucked
them to Denver

The process of installing each limestone
spandrel was a welcome surprise to all
involved—particularly R. Richard Dennison,
project manager for the general contractor.
Because each spandrel was manufactured
to maich the length of each bay, spandrels

Architect

C W Fentress and Associates
Denver, Colorado

Structural Engineer
KKBNA, Inc. Consulting Engineers
Denver. Colorado

General Contractor
Al Cohen Construction Co
Denver, Colorado

Steel Fabricator/Erector
Midwest Steel and Iron Works Company
Denver, Colorado

Owner
Jay Roulier interests
Denver, Colotado

4th Quarter/1981

could be pre-rigged with all installation
hardware prior 1o being lifted into position
"Haunch™ brackets welded 1o the support
columns provided a saddle into which a 1-
in_ thick brackel, attached to the ends ol
each spandrel, was placed This bracket
also served as a point to shim each span-
drel level. Vertical stabilization was accom-
plished with lie-backs at the top of each
spandrel, along with wind-load connector
brackels spaced intermittently along the
floor line

The installation process, which averaged
10 lifts per day, required a total of only 38
days of actual working lime The resultant
fime savings. coupled with elimination of
the truss support, brought the cost of the
limestone exterior within the project budget

The newly developed limestone panel
system not only reduced total building costs
lo Terrace Tower One’s owner/developer,
but also provided him with the natural stone
exterior he preferred for his $22-million
project o

Post-tensioned limestone panel 30-9" x 7-2" high. Panel end (1) shows post-lension anchorage
and gravity connection Wind-load conneclion (r.) on top of panel at “V" condition

Photos courtesy Kiuesner Engnetnng

15



Presenting . . .

The Winners:
1981 Architectural Awards of
Excellence Competition

Mountain View “The relationship of the interior to the Herman Miller Seating Plant

X exterior is very nice. A highly sophislicated
ngh SChOO' buliding—very high quality of detailing, The Herman Miller Seating | f
T rrrdti.tn " . particularly for a school bullding.” Holland, Michigan was d ned wit
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“This is a beautifully detalled Industrial |
project. When you look at It, you feel you I
wouldn't mind working here.”

—Jurors' Comments

.ArchlleclfSlruc!ural Engineer

General Contractor . e &

s pb i oy ‘ o A
wens-Ames-Kimball Ce Ly i 1)
ifand Hapids, Michigar O -

q lL
Steel Fabricator uil -
Haven-puscr LOompar - ot >
i y Gy . :
irandwvilie, Michiga =" j jE
- i
Owner .
]
Briggs & Stratton Corp.
B rggs & Stratton Corporation needed
1 new 744,000 sq ft distribution

enter and manufacturing facility that

" M a r ghly ntemporary

he M -
3truc iy 30 11 by 1 wa L

throughout 1o provide for the high ceiling
special loading requirements and o
flexibility i ffice and machine arrange
nents required by Briggs & Stratton. A
oncrete f 13 ter i w | oo -
hotwos AT 3 At ]

nL t 1Q ar I
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.Y d |' t ) ret S NE | 'O'D
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nea f i e | ipid
L \"'. L

“The articulation of the wall Is beautiful. it
shows that quality detailing pays off. This
Industrial building will be a good neighbor
by aesthetically adding to the community."”
—Jurors’ Comments

Architect

Structural Engineer

General Contractor

Steel Fabricator

Cy shior 8
Ll

Owner
Bnggs & Stratton Corporalior

YHM A
Vilwaukae, Wis

4th Quarter/1981



Reunion Arena

The Reunion Arena in Dallas, Texas uses

:i[':.rj"'""' simphci fulfill the ‘-i_--,\!

lemands placed up 1. It's @ mully
purpose coliseum built 1o accommaoagate 4
basketball, ice hockey, tennis, bo
rodea. concerls, the circus and other
pel . "
An s placed )
diagc » square flatl space =

frame roof, which is supported by

columns outside the amphitheater. The '

roof has a clear span of 412 it each way 1 d w Y

and cantilevers 70 ft at all four ¢

Qutside, the roof structure, revealed ¥
dramatically through a glass fascia ! F
appears to rest lightly on slender columns o | =

The corners of the square serve as 4 = )
entries and exits to the concourse, which B
I00DSs below the upper tiers and serves all
public areas

\
“A fantastic plan, it's a tough buliding to d
have been kept as simple as It Is.” !
—Jurors' Comments
|

Architect . !
Harwood K Smith & Partners. Ine L

Structural Engineer =

HKS Structura i 3

Dallas, Texas

General Contractor

Henry O Beck Co

I

Dallas, Texas

Steel Fabricator

i1 Slee mpany
allas. Texa feel and G s M 5€ r # N I
Owner
City of Dalla
)allas, Texa
v Arena Tex
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Steel and Glass House

‘his sophisticated 5,000-sq ft house
really belongs in Chicago,” said the jury

They praised its elegance and the
privacy il alfords—a steel graling serves
as an entry screen and ribbed steel
siding blocks the view from neighboring
Dulit‘!lngs The U-shaped house encloses
a central garden court and s organized
into three pavilions: A two-story living
space; private sleeping quarters, and a
service area with gues!l accommaodations
and a communal sun terrace

The all-steel structural frame is
enlirely shop-fabricated. Steel beams
support bar joists that carry the second
tloor and roof loads

Angle frames carry the prefinished
steel wingow system, inset with
insuiating glass units of varying opacities

“Superbly detalied. One of the nicest things

Architect
Krueck & QOlsen Architecls

Chicago. Illinois

Structural Engineer
Gullaksen & Getty
Chic ago. lilinois

Harborplace

Harborplace in Baltimore, Maryland is
part of a downtown renewal area
intended as a year-round specialized
waterfront marketplace with over 100
small specialty shops and restaurants
Two low pavilions frame the harbor's
edge withoul obstructing views of the
waler or the histonc schooner anchored
there. Cast-in-place columns inset from
the transparen! outer walis support the
gabled steel-frame roofs. Projecting
porticos mark entrnies 0 passageways

“There is & very tight level of quality as
opposed lo the shopping center quality you
normally find In America. Iis Impact on
people is tremendous, It attracts them and
they are comfortable—a real people place.”
—Jurors’ Comments

Architec

Benjamin WOMpSor

Cambridge, Massachusells

Structural Engineer
Gillum-Colaco

Boston, Massachusetls

General Contractor
Whiting Turner Contracting (

Baltimore, Mz

yianda

Steel Fabricator

Jarvis Steel & Lumber (

Battimore, Maryland
Owner

Harborplace Lid. Pariner
Columbia, Maryiland

promenades and balconies 1o encourage
circulation, Glass lean-tos extend into the
walkways and open up with garage doors

about it Is that you're completely unaware it
Is there on the streel. It fits just right in the
neighborhood.”

—Jurors' Commenis

for increased flexibility
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Its Architecture Speaks Affection

he Opa-Locka (Florida) Neighbor-
hood Center opened the same day
1980 rioting started in Miami. But the
center, situated on the very edge of the
riot-torn area, has created such a sense
of civic pride that it was unscathed. Even
conventional security measures—fences,
gates, barred windows—were not needed
on this gentle building. Its architecture
was “hopeful, compassionate, inspiring"—
in sharp contrast to its surrounding urban
sprawl
Rather, the new center evokes affec-
tion of the community through its archi-
tectural vocabulary. Surrounded by dense
oaks, the one-story building emerges
from sodded berms and undulating walls
It never exposes its full dimensions at
once, appearing smaller and more inti-
mate than its 17,000 sq. ft
Public assembly areas grace one side
of the building, with agency offices on
the other. A spacious lobby/reception
waiting area around a vortex-like con-
versation pit serves as the heart of the
center. Building zoning permits flexible
uses of the structure and minimizes
operational costs. The atmosphere of
soft colors, light and shadow, curved
walls and unexpected glimpses into out-
door patios give users a sense of protec-
tion and dignity. All interior spaces open
visually, and some physically, to enclosed
patios
Construction is block walls, interior
steel pipe columns and a steel joist roof
framing and steel deck. Steel was used
because it was far less expensive. And its
ease and speed of erection—as well as
the ability of steel framing to form the
undulating roof soffits and fascias—were
other important factors in the choice of
materials O

Architect

Structural Engineer

General Contraclor

T

Steel Fabricator
American Fabricator rporation

Owner
Metropolitan Dade County

Miami, Flonda




