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Each Monday and Thursday, I pick
up my kids at daycare and have the
distinct horror of experiencing what

may be the worst parking garage in all of
Illinois. The poorly designed structure fea-
tures two-way aisles with very narrow
blind corners. The bends are so narrow
that I’m usually forced to come to a full
stop at each corner and slowly eke for-
ward to avoid collisions with oncoming
traffic. Parking is another nightmare.
Large columns intrude on many spaces,
forcing me to often park my minivan with
only a cat’s whisker between my side-pan-
els and a large scrape.

Adding insult to injury is the new park-
ing structure under construction across
the street. This garage serves a large hos-
pital and replaces an older, smaller facili-
ty. Unfortunately, the construction sched-
ule, which included the phased
demolition of the old garage and the
ongoing, phased construction of the new
structure, seems incredibly prolonged. As
a result of the incredibly slow process, the
hospital (where my wife works as an
occupational therapist) is forced to rent a
parking lot off-site and bus employees to
work. In addition to the added cost, the
inconvenience to employees adds to poor
morale.

Fortunately, there is an alternative for
smart owners. This month’s issue focuses
on the growing use of steel in parking
structures. Lately, a lot of airports and
universities are turning to steel, in part for
its construction speed, but also for it’s
flexibility to fit into tight footprints. Still
another advantage is the smaller and

fewer columns in a steel garage—advan-
tages that translate into fewer obstructed
spaces and safer environments (there are
fewer places for human predators to
hide).

If you’re interested in more information
about steel-framed parking structures,
please contact John Cross at 312/670-5406
or email him at cross@aiscmail.com. John
is heading up AISC’s recently introduced
effort to promote the use of steel in park-
ing structures and is currently developing
both technical literature on the subject and
workshops for designers and fabricators.
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(I’d like to apologize to anyone who
was offended by the photo we ran in this
column last month of a woman reading
an AISC Manual of Steel Construction. As
my wife pointed out to me after seeing the
issue, my choice of words may have left
the wrong impression. However, it wasn’t
the model in the picture that interested
me; rather, it was that a national con-
sumer magazine—Esquire—used a steel
manual as a prop. I would have been just
as excited if the picture had been of two
monkeys playing tug-of-war with a steel
manual. For anyone who’s interested, the
photo spread in question appeared in the
March 2001 issue of Esquire on pages 154-
155.)


