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L
ocated among the hills of
Pomona, CA, this dramatic
high school was the result of
a design competition spon-
sored by the school district.

The campus was designed on an “un-
buildable” hillside site acquired by the
school district for $1. A $13 million
grading project created 30 usable acres
on the steep slope at a fraction of the
cost of condemned urban land in the
district.

The exciting forms and massing of
the individual buildings could only be
cost-effective with structural steel

frames. Dramatic features include a
trussed 65’ cantilevered element, which
beckons to the school’s main entry
from the Administration Building. The
exposed steel trusses in the gymna-
sium offer a strong aesthetic while
achieving an innovative structural de-
sign. To maximize usable square
footages, many buildings feature large
steel-framed cantilevers.

In the interest of controlling energy
management at the site’s sunny hillside
location, the majority of exterior wall
surface area was placed below grade to
minimize direct heat gain. The result-
ing structure is highly energy-efficient.



STRUCTURAL ENGINEER
Ove Arup & Partners, Los Angeles, CA

ARCHITECT
Morphosis (Santa Monica, CA), in
joint venture with Thomas Blurock
Architects (Costa Mesa, CA)

STEEL ERECTOR
Bickerton Industries (AISC member),
Torrance, CA

STEEL DETAILER
Downey Engineering (AISC member),
Downey, CA

GENERAL CONTRACTOR
Bernards Bros., San Fernando, CA

DESIGN SOFTWARE
RISA 3D, ETABS, SAP

DETAILING SOFTWARE
CompuSteel

The application of metal siding achieves a 
cohesive composition of elements, and under-
scores the fresh geometry. Beautifully-detailed,
elegant, well-proportioned forms.
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