editor’s note

EARLIER THIS WEEK, MY WIFE AND | WERE WANDERING THROUGH COSTCO WHEN
JUDY STOPPED, MESMERIZED BY THE CONVEYOR BELTS AND WHIRRING DEVICES
RAPIDLY MOVING CAKES THROUGH THE MIXING AND BAKING PROCESS. The scene
was reminiscent of the events in Charlie Chaplin’s classic film Modern Times, albeit on a much
smaller scale. And the funny thing is, she wasn't alone. There's probably an entire thesis waiting
to be written about humankind’s fascination with industrial processes (my guess is the academ-
ics will focus on the distance between consumer and producer, but frankly, my theory is that

big tools and big equipment are just darn fun to watchl).

And it’s not just automated baking
equipment. Factory tours are a
popular tourist destination and range
from the Toyota plantin Georgetown,
Ky. to the Miller Brewery in
Wisconsin to the Louisville Slugger
factory in (of course) Louisville. At
this year’s Steel Conference, more
than 200 attendees visited Schuff
International’s fabrication shop in
Phoenix (there was a long waiting
list but space constraints prevented
unlimited enrollment). A few years
earlier, more than 250 attendees
toured Triple S Steel’s service center
in San Antonio. And in the past,
AISC has held a series of educational
events at service centers and fabrication shops—
with each attracting more than 100 engineers,
architects, and contractors.

Clearly there’s a demand by those involved in
the design of structural steel buildings to learn more
about the process of fabrication. And that’s the gen-
esis of a new program spearheaded by Chris Moor,
AISCX industry mobilization director.

SteelDay 2009 is an opportunity for the steel
community to interact, learn, and build. On Sep-
tember 18, you’ll have the opportunity to tour
facilities and jobsites (currently more than 100
events are planned in more than 40 states; visit
pvww.steelday.org to sign up for one). Tours
include steel mills, HSS producers, machinery

suppliers, fabricators, jobsites, service centers,
and galvanizers. According to Chris: “This is an
opportunity for people to see how the structural
steel industry operates, ask questions, and learn
about our processes.”
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Reading about the process of making and fab-
ricating steel is useful, but seeing it firsthand is
even better. Chris explained that: “SteelDay is a
unique chance for participants to receive hands-
on education about the latest advances in the
structural steel industry and witness new technol-
ogies firsthand. AISC holds tours and seminars
throughout the year in specific locations, but we
wanted to do something on a grand scale where
more people could get these types of learning ex-
periences without having to travel very far.” Plus,
it'll be a lot of fun.

So mark your calendars for September 18, vis-
it jvww.steelday.org, and get ready to interact,
learn, and build with steel!
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