
MODERN STEEL CONSTRUCTION  september 2013

Editorial Offices
1 E. Wacker Dr., Suite 700
Chicago, IL 60601
312.670.2400 tel
312.896.9022 fax

Editorial Contacts
Editor & Publisher
Scott L. Melnick
312.670.8314
melnick@modernsteel.com

SENIOR Editor
Geoff Weisenberger
312.670.8316
weisenberger@modernsteel.com

assistant editor
Tasha Weiss
312.670.5439
weiss@modernsteel.com

Director of publishing
Areti Carter
312.670.5427
areti@modernsteel.com

Graphic Designer
Kristin Egan
312.670.8313
egan@modernsteel.com

AISC Officers
Chairman
William B. Bourne, III

Vice Chairman
Jeffrey E. Dave, P.E.

Secretary & General  
Counsel
David B. Ratterman

President
Roger E. Ferch, P.E.

Vice President and chief 
structural engineer
Charles J. Carter, S.E., P.E., Ph.D.

Vice President
Jacques Cattan

Vice President
John P. Cross, P.E.

Vice President
Scott L. Melnick

Advertising Contact
Account Manager
Louis Gurthet
231.228.2274 tel
231.228.7759 fax
gurthet@modernsteel.com

For advertising information, 	
contact Louis Gurthet or visit  
www.modernsteel.com

Address Changes and  
Subscription Concerns
312.670.5444 tel
312.893.2253 fax
admin@modernsteel.com

Reprints
Betsy White
The Reprint Outsource, Inc.
717.394.7350
bwhite@reprintoutsource.com

editor’s note

When I was growing up, we all looked forward to flying cars, 
wristwatch phones and robots to do our routine household 
chores. Unfortunately, not much has changed. We’re still dreaming about flying 
cars, wearable computing is all the rage and we’re “just around the corner” from 
everyone having a Rosie the Robot.

Not much has changed on the profes-
sional front, either. When I first started at 
MSC in 1989, the constant lament filling my 
ears was: 

1. The increase in fast-track construction 
is making our jobs more difficult.

2. The quality of design drawings is 
declining.

And I know I’m not alone in hearing 
these complaints. I was reading a magazine 
yesterday and the first paragraph started out 
with:  

“As the construction world moves toward 
ever-faster schedules....”

All I could think was that at some point 
the construction schedule will be so fast that 
the project has to be completed even before 
it begins!

But the reality of the situation is fast con-
struction schedules and the quality of design 
drawings are interlinked. There’s a financial 
incentive for owners to want buildings built 
as quickly as possible, which means fabrica-
tion often needs to start before the design is 
complete, which means drawings will often 
be incomplete. Truly, though, the situation is 
no worse than it was two decades ago.

So let’s stop complaining that things are 
getting worse and instead let’s look at meth-
ods to improve the process, starting with 
BIM. 

While BIM is definitely not a panacea, 
it is a step in the right direction. As one 

session at next year’s NASCC: The Steel 
Conference (March 26-29 in Toronto; get 
your passports now!) promises: “The recent 
growth of building information modeling 
(BIM) has affected the way most design 
professionals complete their work. Its adop-
tion has heralded challenges to traditional 
corporate workflows as well as apprehension 
about sharing information with the design 
team and other members of the construc-
tion team. However, BIM has also revealed 
opportunities to those who are looking for 
innovations.” 

Of course, nothing is  a cure-all . 
Fortunately, the Steel Conference also offers 
a wide range of programs on improving the 
way you work and interact as a project team 
(from hiring new staff to defusing project 
risk). The full program will be available 
shortly at www.aisc.org/nascc. 

But while embracing BIM and improving 
workflow may result in better design draw-
ings, I’m skeptical the complaints will vanish 
anytime soon. 

Oh, and by the way, I’m still waiting for 
my flying car.

Scott Melnick
Editor


