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Preface 
 

This document is a standard developed by the AASHTO/NSBA Steel Bridge Collaboration. The 
primary goal of the Collaboration is to achieve steel bridge design and construction of the 
highest quality and value through standardization of the design, fabrication, and erection 
processes. Each standard represents the consensus of a diverse group of professionals 
 
It is intended that Owners adopt and implement Collaboration standards in their entirety to 
facilitate the achievement of standardization. It is understood, however, that local statutes or 
preferences may prevent full adoption of the document. In such cases Owners should adopt these 
documents with the exceptions they feel are necessary. 
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Disclaimer 
 
The information presented in this publication has been prepared in accordance with recognized 
engineering principles and is for general information only.  While it is believed to be accurate, 
this information should not be used or relied upon for any specific application without 
competent professional examination and verification of its accuracy, suitability, and 
applicability by a licensed professional engineer, designer, or architect. 
 
The publication of the material contained herein is not intended as a representation or warranty 
of the part of the American Association of State Highway and Transportation Officials 
(AASHTO) or the National Steel Bridge Alliance (NSBA) or of any other person named herein, 
that this information is suitable for any general or particular use or of freedom from 
infringement of any patent or patents.  Anyone making use of this information assumes all 
liability arising from such use. 
 
Caution must be exercised when relying upon other specifications and codes developed by other 
bodies and incorporated by reference herein since such material may be modified or amended 
from time to time subsequent to the printing of this edition.  The authors and publishers bear no 
responsibility for such material other than to refer to it and incorporate it by reference at the 
time of the initial publication of this edition. 
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